CENTRALIZATION AND DECENTRALIZATION
centralized dictatorial state may be smashed by war or
overturned by a revolution from below; there is not the
smallest reason to suppose that it will wither. Dictatorship
of the proletariat is in actual fact dictatorship by a small
privileged minority; and dictatorship by a small privileged
minority does not lead to liberty, justice, peace and the
co-operation of non-attached, but active and responsible
individuals. It leads either to more dictatorship, or to war,
or to revolution, or (more probably) to all three in fairly
rapid succession.
No, the political road to a better society (and do not
let us forget that, if we would reach the goal, we must
advance along many other roads as -well as the political)
is the road of decentralization and responsible self-
government. Dictatorial short cuts cannot conceivably
take us to our destination. We must march directly
towards the goal; if we turn our backs to it we shall
merely increase the distance which separates us from the
place to which we wish to go.
The political road to a better society is, I repeat, the road
of decentralization and responsible self-government. But
in present circumstances it is extremely improbable that
any civilized nation will take that road. It is extremely
improbable for a simple reason which I have stated before
and which I make no excuse for repeating. No society
which is preparing for war can afford to be anything but
highly centralized. Unity of command is essential, not
only after the outbreak of hostilities, but also (in the
circumstances of contemporary life) before. A country
which proposes to make use of modern war as an instrument
of policy must possess a highly centralized, all-powerful
executive. (Hence the absurdity of talking about the
defence of democracy by force of arms. A democracy
which makes or even effectively prepares for modern,
scientific war must necessarily cease to be democratic.